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WHO'SWHO

In Education

DR. CANDICE J.
FOLEY

Suffolk County
Community
College

Suffolk County Community College
Professor of Chemistry Dr. Candice J.
Foley has been a leading science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics
(STEM) researcher and educator for
more than 30 years and is recognized
for her efforts to promote the integra-
tion of STEM education as a statewide
and national model and for her lasting
contribution to STEM career path op-
tions for students.

Dr. Foley will be awarded the pres-
tigious 2017 Margaret Ashida High-
er Education STEM Outreach Leader
award this summer for her advocacy

and leadership.

She served as a delegate to the State
University of New York (SUNY) Re-
search Foundation Undergraduate Re-
search Steering Committee investigat-
ing the persistence of undergraduate
students in STEM at SUNY and is a
charter member of the Empire State
STEM Learning Network and the Long
Island STEM Hub. Dr. Foley has served
as a conference organizer for the Na-
tional Science Foundation, a sympo-
sium organizer for the American Chem-
ical Society, and as the conference coor-
dinator for the SUNY East 2017 Under-
graduate Research Conference.

According to the U.S. Department
of Commerce, STEM occupations are
growing faster than any other occupa-
tion. Additionally, STEM degree hold-
ers earn a higher income including in
non-STEM careers and STEM workers
play a key role in the sustained growth
and stability of the U.S. economy.

“STEM education creates critical
thinkers, increases science literacy, and
enables the next generation of innova-
tors,” Dr. Foley said. “Innovation leads
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to new products and processes that
sustain our economy. This innovation
and science literacy depends on a solid
knowledge base in the STEM areas. It
is clear that most jobs of the future will
require a basic understanding of math
and science.”

Suffolk County Community College
is prepared to meet this goal. The Suf-
folk County Community College Re-
newable Energy and STEM Center is
the college’s new $19.5 million building
that will showcase the merits of renew-
able energy, provide a facility where the
installation, repair and maintenance
of renewable energy systems can be
taught and create an opportunity to
combine research from other colleges
and universities with Suffolk’s expertise
in training.

The new space will be used for re-
newable energy training and other
STEM related courses. Incubator space
will be provided for those that are de-
veloping new marketable technologies,
including energy and digital.

“Cybersecurity educational opportu-
nities will be an essential component
for workforce programs, degree and con-
tinuing education students,” Dr. Foley
said. “In addition, potential partner-
ships with universities in research and
development initiatives will engage
STEM student interns. Cybersecurity
training is a priority at both a state and
federal level.”

The new building on the Michael J.
Grant Campus in Brentwood is also
intended to serve as the operational hub
of the college’s growing energy manage-
ment initiatives, connecting digitally to
buildings on all three campuses, and
optimizing efficient use of all college re-
sources. The building will be designed
as a Net Zero Energy Building. The
energy required to illuminate, heat, cool
and ventilate the building will be equal
to or less then the energy produced
from renewable sources.

Dr. Foley earned a Ph.D. in inorganic
chemistry from Stony Brook University
and a BS in chemistry from the Univer-
sity of South Carolina. Dr. Foley com-
pleted a post-doctoral appointment at
Brookhaven National Laboratory where
she focused her research on the design
and development of inorganic cluster
compounds for radiopharmaceutical
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and electron microscopy applications.

With more than 27,000 students
enrolled at three campuses in Selden,
Brentwood and Riverhead, Suffolk
County Community College offers Asso-
clate In Arts (A.A.), Associate in Science
(A.S.), and Associate in Applied Science
(A.A.S.) degrees and professional certifi-

cates in 100 programs of study.
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